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Welcome to 
Royal Far West’s 
first community 
newsletter

Through this quarterly newsletter, we 
hope to keep you updated on all the 
exciting changes that are taking place 
at Royal Far West, especially our plans 
around the redevelopment of our 
beachfront campus in Manly.  

Why are we creating a health and 
wellbeing campus?

Royal Far West exists to support children’s 
health, country wide and the need for our 
services has never been greater. 

Children in rural and remote regions 
of Australia are five times more likely 
as children in urban areas to have 
developmental health challenges. The 
growing prevalence of behavioural 
challenges, mental ill health, intellectual 
disability, speech and language delays, 
coupled with a gross inequity of health 
care services between city and country, is 
driving unrelenting demand.

In the last decade we have grown tenfold 
in the people we have supported, and in 
the next decade we’ll see a similar need, 
compounded by the impact of chronic 
drought, bushfires and COVID-19. The 
new campus is the key to enable us to 
sustainably grow our services to help 
many more country kids and families. 

As we approach our first 100 years of 
service, our aim is to create a health 
and wellbeing campus that allows us to 
support today’s and future generations of 
country kids.

While the role we play in the lives of 
country kids is clear, we also recognise 

the significance of our presence in the 
Northern Beaches community, as an 
employer, as a driver of tourist dollars and 
as a resident of Manly.

As many of you know, the first stage of 
our redevelopment was the Centre for 
Country Kids (CCK) in Wentworth Street, 
which opened in December 2018. This 
state-of-the-art paediatric health centre 
has enabled us to improve our client 
experience and double our capacity 
to deliver speech, psychology and 
occupational therapy to country kids via 
technology. Its contemporary design also 
adds appeal and vibrancy to the Manly 
community. 

This next stage will see the 
redevelopment of our beachfront land on 
South Steyne, bringing to life our vision 
of an integrated health and wellbeing 
campus that is mission driven and 
inclusive of the whole community – an 
iconic design for an iconic site. 

For us at Royal Far West it’s all about 
the kids. As our dear friends, neighbours 
and partners, we want you to share this 
journey as we bring the dream to life of 
gifting Australia’s country kids a brighter 
future in perpetuity.    

Best regards,
Lindsay Cane
CEO, Royal Far West

rfwcampus.com.au



It’s exciting to have architects of 
the calibre of Glenn Murcutt AO 
and Angelo Candalepas working 
on our campus. These two leading 
lights of the Australian architecture 
scene will bring accomplished 
architectural talent to our iconic site 
on the shores of Manly Beach.  

Not only are they globally acclaimed 
architects, but Glenn, as a former 
local, intimately understands the 
micro-climate, light and landscape of 
Manly. Having grown up in Clontarf 
and attended the former Manly Boys’ 
High School, Glenn has an intimate 
knowledge of the area and of the 
service provided by Royal Far West. 

With a motto of ‘touch the earth 
lightly’, Glenn is the only Australian 

to be awarded the prestigious 
Pritzker Prize in Architecture, which 
he won in 2002, in recognition of 
his innovative and environmentally 
sensitive buildings as well as many 
other accolades.

Meanwhile, Angelo also has a long 
history of awards, including the 
Australian Institute of Architects 
(AIA) Sulman Medal for Public 
Architecture in 2009 and 2018, 
the Frederick Romberg National 
Architecture Award in 2011, the 
Seidler Award for Commercial 
Architecture in 2016 and the Aaron 
M Bolot Award for Residential 
Architecture four times. 

We can’t wait to see Glenn and 
Angelo’s vision come to life.

Meet the
Architects

“We feel a deep responsibility 
for Royal Far West and Manly 
and their shared history, and 
this site, this client and this 
brief are all incredible – Glenn 
and I are both excited about 
the possibilities.  

Architecture is only ever able 
to be created in context and 
through a deep understanding 
of history, and this 
collaboration can be imagined 
as something able to produce 
extraordinary outcomes.”  
Angelo Candalepas, Architect
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Our 
Vision
We’re committed 
to delivering a new 
standard of healthcare 
for the ever-growing 
number of country kids 
who cannot access the 
specialist health services 
they need, because of 
where they live. 

At the same time, we’re 
looking forward to the 
opportunity to contribute 
to the rejuvenation of our 
beachside site through 
the creation of a vibrant 
health and wellbeing 
campus that is inclusive, 
open, and innovative. Our 
aim is to create a campus 
that includes a mix of 
health and lifestyle-
related functions and 
services that are aligned 
to our mission and that 
the whole community  
to enjoy.  

We’ve engaged 
two of Australia’s 
most respected and 
decorated architects – 
Glenn Murcutt AO and 
Angelo Candalepas 
– both of whom will 
ensure the new Royal 
Far West campus 
becomes a beacon 
for smart, modern 
and contemporary 
design that respects its 
surroundings and its 
proximity to the world-
renowned Manly Beach.    

Our historic 
Manly 
connection 
While convalescing at Manly in 1924, Stanley 
Gillick Drummond, a Superintendent of the 
Methodist Far West Mission in NSW, conceived 
the idea of bringing children from the state’s 
harsh outback for a summer holiday in Manly, to 
escape the relentless heat and see the ocean for 
the first time. 

Later that year, Stanley and Sid Coleman, Mayor of 
Bourke, selected a group of children and mothers 
for a Manly camp, held next door to Dr George 
Moncrieff Barron’s Cottage Hospital (near Manly 
Wharf).  

When Dr Barron became aware of the children’s 
medical needs, he offered his services and those 
of his colleagues, free of charge. They shook hands 
and Dr Barron said, “Padre, you look after their 
souls and I’ll look after this bodies”, and the Far 
West Health Scheme was born. From the very 
beginning, the local community was eager to 
help, with the children initially housed and fed 
by Manly residents, with their medical needs met 
by city and country professionals, who all who all 
willingly gave their time and expertise. 

Today
Today our wonderful charity offers integrated 
health, education and disability services to 
children and their families who live in remote and 
rural areas.  

Based in Manly, our team of more than 80 
paediatric specialists support children aged 
2-12 with a range of concerns including speech 
and language delays; behavioural and conduct 
disorders; early life trauma and mental illness; 
autism and intellectual disabilities, delivered at 
our Centre for Country Kids in Manly, virtually via 
Telecare, and in local communities. 

Last year we supported more than 9,500 children, 
families and educators across Australia, and prior 
to COVID-19, most weeks of the year we have 
up to 35 country NSW families staying with us 
and enjoying the sights, sounds and hospitality 
of Manly while they receive vital health and 
wellbeing services.

Check out our new website 
for all you need to know 
about the campus!
Simply go to rfwcampus.com.au  
and you’ll find all of the latest 
information about the redevelopment 
and more. Our website will be updated 
regularly as the project progresses, so 
make sure you check back frequently to 
see what’s happening.

Community Information 
session
On that note, we are hosting a virtual 
community engagement session with 
Lindsay Cane AM, CEO of Royal Far West 
and our esteemed architects, Glenn 
Murcutt AM and Angelo Candalepas. They’ll 
talk through the vision, share illustrations 
and answer your questions. If you’re 
interested in coming along, please register 
via the website rfwcampus.com.au

KEEP 
UP 
TO 
DATE



OLIVER’S STORY
*Oliver was seven years old when 
he was referred to our residential 
Paediatric Developmental 
Program (PDP) in Manly.

Oliver lives with his family in a 
farming community in outer 
regional NSW that has been 
significantly impacted by the 
drought. Oliver is a happy, easy-
going and cheerful kid with 
many friends. A persistent and 
hard worker, he has experienced 
significant difficulties with learning 
and language since starting school. 
Oliver struggled with expressive 
language, and sometimes could 
not communicate his needs, 
becoming distressed, frustrated 
and sad when he could not 
complete activities and things his 
peers could do.

His mother, Rachel, was extremely 
committed in looking for 
support for Oliver locally, because 
things were not improving with 
his speech and learning. In 
desperation she went to her GP, 
who referred Oliver to the PDP 
program in Manly for assessment. 
During their visit, Oliver received 
comprehensive learning, speech 
and other key developmental 
assessments. With input from 
their local services including their 
school, the family received a clear 
diagnosis, an understanding of 
Oliver’s strengths and needs, and 
recommendations on how to 
support him moving forward and 
reach his full potential.

“Oliver is much happier, 
making great progress at 
school and I feel much more 
positive about my role and 
direction in supporting him”   
Oliver’s mum, Rachel

*This story has been de-identified to protect the privacy of 
the family. 



Have a question?  Want to know more?  Visit rfwcampus.com.au

Royal Far West partners with UNICEF Australia to 
develop a Bushfire Recover Program for children, 
families and communities.
Many of Royal Far West’s existing clients and families were impacted by the 
devastating 2019/20 bushfires. To support these children and their families, 
we’ve joined forces with UNICEF Australia to deliver a custom-made, specific 
community-based trauma program.

The Bushfire Recovery Program will provide direct support to children aged 
0-12 and parents, carers and educators in the community to promote resilience 
and coping, and to decrease long-term adverse reactions in children. Over the 
next 18 months, mental health and psychosocial support will be rolled out 
across eight bushfire affected regions in the Bega Valley Shire, Eurobodalla 
Shire, Glen Innes Severn Shire and Clarence Valley.

As a result, more than 2,000 people, including 500 children, across 25 bushfire 
affected communities will receive mental health services carried out by a 
multidisciplinary team of Social Workers, Psychologists, Occupational Therapists 
and Speech Pathologists, with expertise across areas of trauma, family support, 
professional development, upskilling, community engagement and telehealth. 

COVID-19 has significantly changed the world we 
live in, but it hasn’t reduced the demand for our 
specialist services.
Many of Australia’s country communities were already doing it tough due to 
chronic drought and devastating bushfires, and now they must endure the 
challenge of COVID-19. We stand with them in finding a way forward.

While our face-to-face services at our Centre for Country Kids in Manly and our 
in-community services are currently suspended, we’ve transitioned a majority 
of our services to Telecare (therapy via technology), to ensure no country child is 
left behind.

Our Telecare for Kids program (where we deliver gamified Speech Therapy, 
Occupational Therapy and Psychology via video link) has been steadily 
growing over the last few years. Before this crisis we were already conducting 
500 Telecare sessions per week across New South Wales, Queensland and 
Western Australia. And while it was always our plan to grow our Telecare 
program to reach more families across Australia, the COVID-19 crisis and its 
impact on our face-to-face services has dramatically accelerated the demand 
for our virtual services.

Since the pandemic suspended our services in March, we have made an 
organisation-wide shift to virtual service delivery across all of our programs 
and transitioned our 180+ employees to work mainly from home, to ensure 
that country kids and their families can still access their vital therapy and 
assessments. We are proud to say we are continuing to deliver 80 per cent of 
our services during this challenging time. 

RS Dental  
at Royal Far West  

now open!
RS Dental is a new, friendly, 
privately-run dental practice 

operating out of Royal Far West that 
is available to the local community. 

• General Dentistry • Paediatric 
Dentistry • Crowns, Bridges 

• Dental Radiography • Fillings, 
Root Canals • Laser treatments  

• Implant Dentistry • Extractions  
• Full & partial Dentures • Veneers  

• Orthodontics

Book an appointment today. 
Call: 8966 8562  

Email: barbarak@royalfarwest.org.au

Latest news 
from Royal Far West 

at Manly

Are you a small to medium 
sized business looking for 

an exciting workspace? 
Then check out WOTSO at 

Manly. WOTSO has revitalised 
the former Royal Far West 
medical centre on South 

Steyne. I’s the perfect space for 
businesses wanting the very 

definition of work/life balance. 
Enjoy all the surrounding 

amenities that Manly has to 
offer, while operating your 

business out of a truly exciting 
WOTSO environment.

And when the surf’s up? Well, 
we know where we will be 

taking our lunch breaks!

Find out more today 
call 02 8355 1939 or visit 
wotsoworkspace.com.au


